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Minutes of Annual General Meeting 

The AGM was held at the RCP, London on Thursday 4th February 2010. 

Officers 

S Burge President

S. Walsh Secretary

A Carmichael Treasurer

N Levell

C Orteu

A Lally Trainee Representative

M Ardern-Jones Website

Around 40 members attended the meeting.

Election of Officers 

Sue Burge, Sarah Walsh, Andrew Carmichael Mike Ardern-Jones and Cate Orteu had offered to stand. No more nominations had been received and the membership supported the election of these officers. 
Nick Levell was standing down and Sue thanked him for his contribution. He would continue to support the Society from his position as Hon Secretary of the BAD. 

Aoife Lally is standing down because she has been appointed to a consultant post. Requests for a trainee rep had been circulated. Sue thanked the SpRs who had put themselves forward. The committee would select a new representative within the next 2 weeks. 
Sue introduced Nicole Chiang who has been co-opted onto the committee as a representative for junior doctors.

Post meeting note: Phil Hampton is joining the committee to replace Nick Levell.

Treasurer’s Report 

Subscriptions- it was agreed that payment of a subscription would demonstrate commitment to the Society. Full members would be asked to pay £15.00 per year and associate members (medical students and junior doctors who are not SpRs) would be asked to pay £5.00. Information would be provided on the website.
Charitable status Andrew explained that at the moment we would not be pursuing charitable status given the Society’s embryonic status. The benefits would currently be marginal and would require annual independent audit of the Society’s accounts and the associated expense. It was noted that the British Photodermatology Group have taken a similar stance. The decision would be subject to annual review. 
Secretary’s report
Current membership stands at 189 ordinary members, of which 49 are trainees, and 23 Staff and Associate Specialists. In addition, there are 32 Associate Members (ST2 and below, including medical students).
The Membership database is encrypted and secure.
Sue thanked Sarah for her contributions and particularly for the newsletter.
Website 
Mike said that the website was up and running. It could be searched for through Google. At the moment the expenses were minimal as Mike had done the work himself, but in the future we may wish for a more complex site and this would incur more expense. Sue thanked him for his hard work.
Affiliation to BAD 

We have agreed that this will not be pursued for another 12 months. We will concentrate on demonstrating the purpose of the Society.

Name of Society

At the AGM of the BAD in July 2009, some dermatologists had suggested that the Society might wish to change the name e.g. Society for Dermatological Medicine.  Sue stated that the officers did not feel that a name change was necessary – the British Society for Medical Dermatology states what the Society does and is the equivalent of the American Society.  The meeting agreed that it was more important to demonstrate the purpose of the society and to correct any misconceptions than to change the name. 
SpR Training in Medical Dermatology
Clinics: Cate stated that she had a list of consultants holding specialist clinics and the website would provide a list of specialist areas. Trainees wishing to pursue a medical dermatology interest could contact her to find out where opportunities were available.  
Mentors: Some consultants are willing to provide short attachments so that a trainee could pursue a medical dermatology interest. We hope that short tasters might come out of study leave.

Fellowships: Cate is exploring how these would be funded.

Junior Doctors

We have created DermDoc, a course aimed at FY and ST1/2 doctors in medical specialties. We hope that this will build on DermSchool and inspire a young generation of doctors. Information is on the website.

We plan to hold the first course on 20th September 2010. We hope to give FY/ST doctors opportunities to present cases. 
Future medical dermatology meetings
There was support for meetings to be held in collaboration with other specialty societies. Other suggestions included a Skills course for SpRs, and a “Teach in Session” at the RCP
AOB 

There was no other business.
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