Fellowship in Lymphovascular Medicine

In 2009 a Clinical Training Fellowship in Lymphovascular Medicine was established.  It was developed as additional speciality training post CCST in Dermatology.  The incumbent has moved to a BHF Clinical Research Fellowship, so vacating the Training Fellowship.  The post is open for 6-24 months with the opportunity for pursuing research and further training as required.  

Lymphovascular Medicine is an emerging clinical speciality which addresses the contribution of lymphatic system dysfunction to disease pathology.  Currently the obvious clinical consequences of lymphatic failure are disturbed tissue fluid balance, particularly lymphoedema, but also infection given the important immune surveillance function of the lymphatic.  Recent developments in lymphatic biology indicate how the lymphatic system contributes to immune and inflammatory responses in various pathologies as well as its role in disseminating cancer cells.  These pathologies include wound healing, inflammatory skin disease such as psoriasis, granulomatous diseases, obesity, artherosclerosis and cardiovascular disease.

The St George’s Lymphoedema  service is tertiary referral from throughout the UK.  Its strong research focus has resulted in the identification of five new causal genes for inherited lymphoedema.  Accurate clinical phenotyping using available lymphatic investigation methods such as lymphoscintigraphy has been the key to success.  By re-investigating patients with known causal mutations the mechanisms for lymphoedema development are better understood.  As the functional proteins become known so the opportunity for drug development of targeted therapy is created.

Anybody interested in the post and wishing to obtain further details should contact Professor Peter Mortimer by email – Mortimer@sgul.ac.uk or by phone – 020 8725 1784.  Applications will be through NHS jobs.
